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Cybertext

ENG 333 / Fall 2018
Prof. Chris Funkhouser
funkhous [at] njit [dot] edu
office hours Tuesday, 2-5 p.m.
425 Cullimore

The elementary idea is to see a text as a concrete (and not metaphorical) machine consisting of the
medium, the operator, and the strings of signs.
—Markku Eskelinen, “Cybertext Theory”

Through theoretical readings and electronic
research, students explore and compare
information structuring in print and digital
media, particularly how digital technology
influences the dynamics of text. Interactivity,
visual communication and developments in
the realm of cybernetics are addressed in the
course.
This course requires students to formulate advanced understandings of textual concepts and design
through invention, cultivation and implementation of ideas with interactive feedback loops. Developing
both “perspectives on ergodic literature” and expressive, versatile, narrative thinking are emphasized in
readings and assignments.
Students must complete assignments and a Semester project.
Understanding ergodic text and your developing your own expressive thinking are both emphasized in
the course. Students should begin to develop ideas regarding the Semester project as early in the term
as possible in order to have ample time to experiment with and cultivate her or his project, which will be
produced and evaluated during the last part of the semester.

Course
Factsheet
Course begins September 4
If you have never used moodle before, please review the NJIT moodle tutorials for students, available
via the "Student Help" tab at the top of http://njit2.mrooms.net/. Please familiarize yourself with the
system immediately; we will be using it throughout the course.
Reading materials:
* Aarseth, Espen. Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature. Johns Hopkins UP, 1997
(partial; selected readings from Cybertext will be made available via a course reader distributed
via moodle). Chapter One is available here:
http://www.autzones.com/din6000/textes/semaine09/Aarseth%281997%29.pdf (Note: the
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entire book can be downloaded as a .pdf from
http://monoskop.org/images/e/e0/Aarseth_Espen_J_Cybertext_Perspectives_on_Ergodic_Literature.pdf).
* Cayley, John. Grammalepsy: essays on digital language art. Bloomsbury, 2018 (partial). PDF
will be posted on moodle.
* All links embedded into the course WWW syllabus
Requirements:
I.
Reading Responses (6, 35 points total) For many works linked to the syllabus, you will write a
thoughtful, detailed (as possible) summary of the experience of encountering the reading
material and post it to the appropriate moodle Forum (as written text, not as a file attachment).
These writings are due during the week assigned. In them, you should succinctly describe what
you perceive about each work, including specific textual examples as well as any special
process(es)/methods you used to interact with it and how its content or experience affected
you. I am interested in knowing strategies you used to approach the work, as well as insights
on the content. These will be read by, and responded to, by the class.
Each assignment of this type is worth 5 points (except for #3, 10 points). The initial post you
make about a work is worth 4 points (#3, 8 points). Then, you are required to respond to at
least one other post (by someone else) for each of these responses (1 point). Thus, each
assignment is worth 5 points. Each initial (primary) response must be a page (250 words) in
length; secondary response posts must also contain substance, but need not be a full page.
Once a forum on a topic is started, it will be open for two weeks; you must post during this
period in order to receive credit. The idea here is to generate discussion about the material we
are reviewing. These responses should be direct (i.e., concise), and include details from the
material under review. In order to strengthen the point-of-view you are articulating in your
response, and receive the highest grade, you must use specific textual examples from the work
you are discussing. Students should make historical and aesthetic connections between works
and other expressive forms whenever possible. The more solid your observations are, the
higher your marks will be.
II.
Essay Assignments (2, 20 points total): Similar to Reading Responses, but these Assignments
entail more writing, and will be posted in a designated moodle assignments section; they will
not be read by the class.
III.
Creative Assignments (2, 20 points total): Each of these assignments, which will also be posted
to a moodle assignments section and not read by the class, should include at least a paragraph
of commentary regarding process and result.
NOTE: When turning in digital files, please include your last name in filename.
IV.
Semester Project (25 points): Each student will prepare a cybertext of her or his own design
(certain projects may also be done collaboratively). The project may be created using digital or
print media (or perhaps a combination of both). This is an open-ended creative project to be
completed during the second half of the semester; it should be elaborate, thoughtfully
developed work. Simple proposals for the project are due on 10/16; detailed proposals are due
on 10/31 (both posted in moodle assignment section). I have an abundance of cybertext
projects stored in my office, which are available for review during office hours.

CourseWork
Introductions & Background (9/4-10)
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Add your contribution to the self-introductions forum on moodle.
Reading: 1.) Espen Aarseth, Chapter One, Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature. 2.) John
Cayley, "Beyond Codexspace: Potentialities of Literary Cybertext" (excerpt; read only pp. 15-17).
Take notes on key terms and ideas; doing so will provide context for later discussions and writing
assignments.
Reading Response 1 [5 points]: 250 word response to Aarseth and Cayley readings. Due 9/10 (moodle
forum)
Ergodic Literature (9/11-17)
Reading: 1.) Excerpt from Ch. 2 "Paradigms and Perspectives", Cybertext (“Textuality, Nonlinearity, and
Interactivity”; pp. 41-51 in course reader). 2.) Cayley, Ch. 5, “Hypertext/Cybertext/Poetext”,
Grammalepsy (pp. 67-77). 3.) Nick Montfort, "Cybertext Killed the Hypertext Star",
http://electronicbookreview.com/essay/cybertext-killed-the-hypertext-star/. 4.) Cybertext Yearbook
2000 (for reference only: you are not required to read the essays in Cybertext Yearbook).
Reading Response 2 [5 points]: 250 word response to Aarseth (Ch. 2), Cayley, Montfort.
Permutation (9/18-24)
Reading: 1.) Raymond Queneau, Cent mille millards de poèmes,
http://www.bevrowe.info/Queneau/QueneauRandom_v5.html. 2.) Amaranth Borsuk, "The Book as Idea"
(The Book excerpt; read only pp. 170-178). 3.) Benedict Carey, "How Nonsense Sharpens the Intellect",
read article via https://groups.google.com/forum/#!msg/valuenetworks/S0hT7ZKbRZQ/DBrgTA6ZB6QJ.
NOTE: The original printed book of Cent mille millards de poèmes is on reserve at the NJIT Library. I
recommend that you go take a look at it.
Essay Assignment 1 [10 points]: Two part assignment: a.) Devise a poem using the Queneau
mechanism (use screen capture/print screen if necessary); b.) Write an essay [500 words] about
process(es) you used to determine the output and describe your overall perspective on the pursuit of
working with this historic cybertext. Be sure to include the poem as a component (but do not include it
in the word count). Submit as .doc or .pdf to moodle assignment (due 9/24; 11:55 p.m.). As stated
above, when turning in digital files, please include your last name in filename.
Cybertext Perspectives and Practice (9/25-10/1)
Reading: 1). excerpt from Ch. 3, "Textonomy: A Typology of Textual Communication", Cybertext (pp.
58-69, course reader). Please take notes on the vocabulary introduced, and use it whenever possible.
2.) Reading: Jason Nelson, The Poem Cube [note: you will need the Flash plug-in in order to engage
with this work].
Reading Response 3 [10 points]: Two part assignment: Create a poem using The Poem Cube, and save
it at The Poem Cube website (with your name or initials on it); write a 250 word statement about the
process(es) you used to determine the content of your entry, your perspective on the result, and
comment about the piece as cybertext. In your response, include screen-captures of your poem's text
and use specific textual examples from your interactions with your piece to support your observations.
Exploring Hypertext (10/2-8)
Reading: 1.) excerpt from Ch. 4, "No Sense of an Ending: Hypertext Aesthetics", Cybertext (pp. 76-85,
course reader). 2.) Olia Lialina, My Boyfriend Came Back from the War. 3.) Serge Bouchardon, Loss of
Grasp.
Reading Response 4 [5 points]: 250 word response to Aarseth, Lialina & Bouchardon (I will create
forums for both).
Creating Hypertext (10/9-19)
Creative Assignment 1 [10 points]: Download and experiment with Twine (http://twinery.org); create a
short, branching narrative. For the assignment, see what you can do with 10 (minimum) to 20
file:///C:/Users/rsb24/Documents/Syllabi/HUM/Funkhouser.html
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(maximum) passages (a.k.a. lexia).
Cybertext Project / Simple Proposal is due on 10/16. Post a 3-6 sentence document that describes your
project idea to moodle assignment section. Once the idea is approved, prepare a detailed proposal that
discusses specific elements of the project (due 11/1, see below).
Interactive Dialogs (10/16-22)
Reading: Michael Mateas and Andrew Stern, Façade
Reading Response 5 [5 points]: After downloading Façade, closely examine the work and write a
response [250 words] about its interactive qualities, with special focus on the language. Use specific
textual examples from your interactions to support your observations. Post your response to moodle
forum [4 points] and be sure to reply to someone else's post [1 point]
Games (10/23-11/5)
Reading: excerpts from Ch. 5, "Intrigue and Discourse in the Adventure Game", Cybertext (pp. 97-103,
course reader). Review the following interactive narratives:
http://collection.eliterature.org/2/works/pullinger_inanimatealice4.html
http://collection.eliterature.org/2/works/nelson_game.html,
http://collection.eliterature.org/3/work.html?work=digital-a-love-story
http://collection.eliterature.org/3/work.html?work=kuryokhin
http://collection.eliterature.org/3/work.html?work=tinycrossword
http://unmanned.molleindustria.org/
Essay Assignment 2 [10 points]: After reviewing these works, write an essay [500 words] that discusses
them both in the context of cybertext, comparing them to each other and alongside other game (and
game narratives) you are familiar with.
Cybertext Project / Detailed Proposal is due on 11/1. Post to moodle assignment section.
Cybertextual Pathways (11/6-12)
Reading: excerpts from Ch. 6, "The Cyborg Author: Problems of Automated Poetics" and Conclusion,
Cybertext (pp. 129-137, course reader).
Creative Assignment 2 [10 points]: "How far can a # go, and what can I do with it?" Using Twine, paper
(pdf), or some other method, invent a way to use an online hashtag (from Twitter or other source) in a
cybertextual manner (you can use your own #, or appropriate from others).
Some Conclusions (11/13-20)
Reading: 1.) Conclusion, Cybertext (pp. 140-41, 176-183, course reader). 2.) Nick Montfort and
Stephanie Strickland, Sea and Spar Between. 3.) View Stuart Moulthrop's Electronic Literature Festival
2015 Keynote address, beginning at 1:03:20
Reading Response Assignment 6 [5 points]: Investigate Montfort and Strickland's work and discuss it in
the moodle forum, reflecting on Mouthrop and Aarseth's ideas as possible.
Project Studio (11/21-12/11)
During the final three weeks of the semester, you will prepare your Semester Project, and are
encouraged to post prototypes or draft versions of these Projects for feedback at least a week in
advance of final submission (space will be created in moodle for you to do so).
Semester Project is due on December 11, and you are required to submit a "Semester Project
self-assessment" along with your work.
Print based projects can be submitted during my office hours, or to the Humanities office.
Late submissions will not be accepted.
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Note: the NJIT Honor Code will be upheld in this course, and any violations will be brought to the
immediate attention of the Dean of Students.
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